
QUALITY OF LIFE vs.
LIFE OF INFRASTRUCTURES
Program visit Guest Urban Critic 2015, 
Alexandros Washburn
Director, CRUXlab, Stevens Institute of Technology / Director, Urban Strategies, NBBJ Architects

The day will be devoted to exploring the infrastructures for city making. The theme is to see 
how – and if – inhabitants’ quality of life is impacted by larger infrastructural undertakings and
planning gestures. We set off at the Department of City Planning, looking at aspects of traffic, 
water & sewerage management, drawing links to power and food production. We will make an
inventory of available material in form of maps, current plans and vision documents. This shall
provide a solid base to draw parallels between developments in Rotterdam and New York, 
as well as to suggest new approaches. 

We will examine availability and applicability of data to external city makers, as well as
interaction, information exchange, and co-operation potentials between city makers & 
the Department of Planning. 

Later in the day, we will embark on a field study, giving an opportunity for drawing direct
relationships between plans and reality – engineering the city and urban quality. Rotterdam has 
a history of its own in this respect, which will be traced in the urban fabric and systems. The study
will comprise of a bicycle tour around West Rotterdam, concluding in a meeting at the Zomerhof
Kwartier, Rotterdam’s city-making test bed. The latter part will be guided by De Urbanisten. 
ZoHo will be the case study for new ways of combining infrastructures and urban qualities,
of which the Waterplein Benthemplein can be seen a prototype. 

A combination of the planners’ point of view with the practice-driven innovators’ approach 
will provide an insight into cross-scale city making in Rotterdam.   

ALEXANDROS WASHBURN is an urban designer
whose mission is to protect cities from climate change.
He teaches at the Stevens Institute of Technology, as
Industry Professor of Design and Director of the
CRUXlab for Coastal Resilience and Urban eXcellence, a
research and education program at Stevens dedicated
to the proposition that coastal cities can increase their
resilience to climate change while simultaneously
improving their quality of life.  He practices as Urban
Strategies Director with NBBJ Architects.

Washburn rose to prominence as Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s Chief Urban Designer at the New York City
Department of City Planning, at the forefront of
Bloomberg’s epic remaking of New York City and at the
center of the city’s response to Hurricane Sandy. 
He is the author of The Nature of Urban Design: 
A New York Perspective on Resilience, a New York
Times Book Review Short List book, and he is the
winner of the 2013 New York Public Architect Award. 

His own house was flooded during Hurricane Sandy,
and his center at Stevens combines the three
disciplines necessary to protect coastal cities from
climate change: hydrodynamics to understand the
force of the water, urban design to understand the
force of the city, and complex systems engineering
to computationally model cities and measure results.

He is unique among architects to have worked at every
level of government from city to federal. In his career he
has been Chief Urban Designer for New York City,
President of the Pennsylvania Station Redevelopment
Corporation for New York State, and Environment and
Public Works Advisor to United States Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan.  In private design practice, he has
won top national awards in architecture, landscape
architecture and urban design and currently practices
with NBBJ, a global full service design firm whose clients
include Google, Amazon, Boeing and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

Washburn believes that every citizen has a
responsibility to leave their city better than they found
it. As one of the world’s best known urban designers he
seeks to widen the circle of those who can change
cities for the better, showing people through his writing,
teaching and practice how to simultaneously meet the
technical challenges facing their communities while
improving their quality of civic life.

Tuesday Oct 27 th 
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WASHBURN’S PROGRAM, TUESDAY 27TH OF OCTOBER

09.00 – 12.00 u Visit the Department of City Planning, De Rotterdam
12 .30 – 13.30 u Lunch at Kunsthalcafe 
13 .30 – 15.00 u Fieldwork by bike ride through Rotterdam

More info: www.stadmakerscongres.nl 

Het Stadmakerscongres is een initiatief
van AIR en wordt geprogrammeerd 

met de Van der Leeuwkring en
Stadsontwikkeling Rotterdam 

als founding partners.
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RESILIENT NEIGHBORHOOD
Program visit Guest Urban Critic 2015, 
Alexandros Washburn
Director, CRUXlab, Stevens Institute of Technology / Director, Urban Strategies, NBBJ Architects

Places of meaning and infrastructures of leverage – based on Klaus Overmeyer’s idea that there
are not three, but 182 functional places of meaning in Rotterdam, we will explore what makes a
neighborhood such a place. And subsequently – what makes a neighborhood resilient? 
Questions include the scale, connection factor, established and emerging actors, new processes 
of city making. 

We invite three neighborhood-based approaches from Rotterdam South to share their methods
and practices: de Veldacademie, de Afrikaanderwijk Cooperatie and Stadlab Feijenoord. In the
afternoon we gather a group of professionals, designers and policymakers to research by design, 
in the course of a design charrette, potentials for physical and social resilience for Feijenoord. 

Based at KCAP, we will prepare data-informed, group design pitches to be evaluated at the end
of the day by the Guest Urban Critic. 

ALEXANDROS WASHBURN is an urban designer
whose mission is to protect cities from climate change.
He teaches at the Stevens Institute of Technology, as
Industry Professor of Design and Director of the
CRUXlab for Coastal Resilience and Urban eXcellence, a
research and education program at Stevens dedicated
to the proposition that coastal cities can increase their
resilience to climate change while simultaneously
improving their quality of life.  He practices as Urban
Strategies Director with NBBJ Architects.

Washburn rose to prominence as Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s Chief Urban Designer at the New York City
Department of City Planning, at the forefront of
Bloomberg’s epic remaking of New York City and at the
center of the city’s response to Hurricane Sandy. 
He is the author of The Nature of Urban Design: 
A New York Perspective on Resilience, a New York
Times Book Review Short List book, and he is the
winner of the 2013 New York Public Architect Award. 

His own house was flooded during Hurricane Sandy,
and his center at Stevens combines the three
disciplines necessary to protect coastal cities from
climate change: hydrodynamics to understand the
force of the water, urban design to understand the
force of the city, and complex systems engineering
to computationally model cities and measure results.

He is unique among architects to have worked at every
level of government from city to federal. In his career he
has been Chief Urban Designer for New York City,
President of the Pennsylvania Station Redevelopment
Corporation for New York State, and Environment and
Public Works Advisor to United States Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan.  In private design practice, he has
won top national awards in architecture, landscape
architecture and urban design and currently practices
with NBBJ, a global full service design firm whose clients
include Google, Amazon, Boeing and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

Washburn believes that every citizen has a
responsibility to leave their city better than they found
it. As one of the world’s best known urban designers he
seeks to widen the circle of those who can change
cities for the better, showing people through his writing,
teaching and practice how to simultaneously meet the
technical challenges facing their communities while
improving their quality of civic life.

Wednesday Oct 28 th
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WASHBURN’S PROGRAM, WEDNESDAY 28TH OF OCTOBER

10.00 – 1 1 .00 u Visit Veldacademie
1 1 .00 – 13.00 u Visit WijkCooperatie Afrikaanderwijk + lunch 
14.00 – 17.00 u Design Charrette Feijenoord Neighborhood at KCAP 

More info: www.stadmakerscongres.nl 



RIVER CONNECTIVITY
Program visit Guest Urban Critic 2015, 
Alexandros Washburn
Director, CRUXlab, Stevens Institute of Technology / Director, Urban Strategies, NBBJ Architects

The River Maas is the heart and veins of Rotterdam; as the Port is moving sea-wards, new
possibilities for the post-industrial areas, especially Stadshavens, open up. There are also concerns
of connectivity, both cross-river, e.g. 3rd city bridge, Maastunnel closure, or Charlois ferry, and
water-based transport networks, e.g. expansion plans of the Watertaxi.  

On this day we will explore initiatives and policies along the river, embarking on a boat cruise on
the Maas. In the morning, we will visit locations in Willemskade, Stadshavens, Charlois and
Katendrecht, gaining an overview of aspects of post-harbor regeneration, connectivity, and visions
for Rotterdam World Expo 2025. In the afternoon, we will set off upstream, towards Boompjes,
Noordereiland, Feijenoord and Brienenoordeiland, looking at potentials for Zuid empowerment by
cross-river connectivity, public space on the quays, outer-dike area flooding, as well as potentials
for building with nature under the River as Tidal Park initiative. 

Along the way, we will be analyzing locations by observing and sketching, thus please bring
notepads and sketchbooks. 

To conclude the day on the river, we will gather with all participants of the day in the afternoon
at the Fenixloods. With Alex we will compose a subjective map, arranging insights and agendas
gathered during the day. In a brisk, energizing urban design-sketching we will explore future
scenarios and interdependencies for these locations.

ALEXANDROS WASHBURN is an urban designer
whose mission is to protect cities from climate change.
He teaches at the Stevens Institute of Technology, as
Industry Professor of Design and Director of the
CRUXlab for Coastal Resilience and Urban eXcellence, a
research and education program at Stevens dedicated
to the proposition that coastal cities can increase their
resilience to climate change while simultaneously
improving their quality of life.  He practices as Urban
Strategies Director with NBBJ Architects.

Washburn rose to prominence as Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s Chief Urban Designer at the New York City
Department of City Planning, at the forefront of
Bloomberg’s epic remaking of New York City and at the
center of the city’s response to Hurricane Sandy. 
He is the author of The Nature of Urban Design: 
A New York Perspective on Resilience, a New York
Times Book Review Short List book, and he is the
winner of the 2013 New York Public Architect Award. 

His own house was flooded during Hurricane Sandy,
and his center at Stevens combines the three
disciplines necessary to protect coastal cities from
climate change: hydrodynamics to understand the
force of the water, urban design to understand the
force of the city, and complex systems engineering
to computationally model cities and measure results.

He is unique among architects to have worked at every
level of government from city to federal. In his career he
has been Chief Urban Designer for New York City,
President of the Pennsylvania Station Redevelopment
Corporation for New York State, and Environment and
Public Works Advisor to United States Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan.  In private design practice, he has
won top national awards in architecture, landscape
architecture and urban design and currently practices
with NBBJ, a global full service design firm whose clients
include Google, Amazon, Boeing and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

Washburn believes that every citizen has a
responsibility to leave their city better than they found
it. As one of the world’s best known urban designers he
seeks to widen the circle of those who can change
cities for the better, showing people through his writing,
teaching and practice how to simultaneously meet the
technical challenges facing their communities while
improving their quality of civic life.

Thursday Oct 29 th 
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WASHBURN’S PROGRAM, THURSDAY 29TH OF OCTOBER

10.30 – 14.00 u River-trip by Watertaxi & stories West, 
start at Watertaxi Hotel NY

14.00 – 15.30 u River-trip by Watertaxi & stories East,
start at Watertaxi Hotel NY

16.00 – 18.00 u Conclusive mapping & urban design exploration 
at Fenixfoodfactory ‘zaak.acht’

More info: www.stadmakerscongres.nl 


